	Box 2: Chronological Listing of
 the Books of the New Testament


	1, 2 Thessalonians


	1, 2 Corinthians


	Galatians


	Romans


	Ephesians


	Philippians


	Colossians


	Philemon


	1, 2 Timothy


	Titus


	James


	Hebrews


	1, 2 Peter


	Jude


	Mark


	Luke


	Acts


	Matthew


	John


	1, 2, 3 John


	Revelation



The arrangement of the writings of the New Testament rarely follows a chronological order. One of the best ways to grasp the structure of the New Testament is to perceive the writings in their group arrangements. In the grouping of the New Testament books found in box 1, Acts, Hebrews, and Revelation stand apart from the other groups. Acts forms a transition between the Gospels and Paul’s letters; Hebrews stands between Paul’s letters and the General Epistles; and Revelation brings to a close the New Testament canon. Box 2 contains a listing of New Testament books in a suggested chronological order. Some scholars would order the books differently, pushing 2 Peter and Jude to a later date, while others might put 1 and 2 Timothy and Titus at earlier or later dates. Still others would put the Gospels and Acts much earlier. Generally, we can say that all the books were written between A.D. 45–100. In many cases we have so little information on which to base a decision that a great variety of suggestions emerge as to chronology. The writer and reader sections of the discussion of each New Testament book contain some of the considerations about dates of writings and their places of origin.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Joe Blair, Introducing the New Testament (Nashville, TN: Broadman & Holman, 1994), 17.] 


