How Is Each Book in the New Testament Connected to a Christ-Commissioned Eyewitness?

	Book

	Author


	Matthew

	Matthew, apostle and eyewitness of the risen Lord (Matthew 9:9; 10:3; Acts 1:13)


	Mark

	Mark, traveling companion and translator for Simon Peter (1 Peter 1:13). “Mark, in his capacity as Peter’s interpreter, wrote down accurately as much as he remembered” (Papias of Hierapolis, 2nd century).


	Luke and Acts

	Luke, traveling companion with Paul (Colossians 4:14; 2 Timothy 4:11). “Luke—the attendant of Paul—recorded in a book the Gospel that Paul declared” (Irenaeus of Lyon, 2nd century).


	John

	John, apostle and eyewitness of the risen Lord (Matthew 4:21; 10:2; Acts 1:13)


	Romans, 1 and 2 Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, 1 and 2 Thessalonians, 1 and 2 Timothy, Titus, Philemon

	Paul, apostle and later eyewitness of the risen Lord (1 Corinthians 9:1; 15:8–10). Some scholars deny that Paul authored some of these texts because of changes in the writing style; however, since Paul wrote these letters over a period of two decades and composed them with a secretary, a change in style does not necessarily indicate a change in authorship.


	Hebrews

	Received by early Christians as a proclamation from Paul or as a reliable reflection of Paul’s theology written by someone else, based on the mention of Timothy (Hebrews 13:23). “Who wrote it, in truth, God only knows” (Origen of Alexandria, 3rd century).


	James

	James the Just, relative of Jesus and eyewitness of the risen Lord, recognized later as an apostle (Matthew 13:55; 1 Corinthians 15:7; Galatians 1:19; 2:9)


	1 and 2 Peter

	Peter, apostle and eyewitness of the risen Lord (Matthew 4:18; 10:2; Acts 1:13). Second Peter is so different from 1 Peter that many scholars deny that Peter wrote 2 Peter. It is possible that the shift between the two letters is due to different circumstances and different secretaries being involved in the composition of each letter.


	1 John

	John, apostle and eyewitness of the risen Lord (Matthew 4:21; 10:2; Acts 1:13)


	2 and 3 John

	John, apostle and eyewitness of the risen Lord (Matthew 4:21; 10:2; Acts 1:13). These epistles may have been written by another eyewitness named John, known as “John the elder,” mentioned by Papias of Hierapolis (2nd century).


	Jude

	Jude, relative of Jesus and eyewitness of the risen Lord (Matthew 13:55)


	Revelation

	John, apostle and eyewitness of the risen Lord (Matthew 4:21; 10:2; Acts 1:13). It is possible, though unlikely, that Revelation was written by another eyewitness named John, known as “John the elder,” mentioned by Papias of Hierapolis (2nd century)[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Timothy Paul Jones, How We Got the Bible (Rose Publishing, 2015).] 





